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birth to my baby daughter. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’. 

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 630 on, 
H.R. 6510, On Motion to Suspend the Rules 
and Pass, To direct the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services to convey a parcel of real prop-
erty in Houston, Texas, to the Military Museum 
of Texas, I am not recorded because I was 
absent because I gave birth to my baby 
daughter. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’. 

f 

HONORING THE SACRIFICE OF 
JUAN L. RIVADENEIRA AND 
JORGE E. VILLACIS 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy heart to 
honor two brave young men from my District 
who died recently while serving their country 
in Afghanistan. 

Staff Sgt. Juan L. Rivadeneira of Davie, 
Florida died November 13th when an insur-
gent suicide bomber detonated a vest bomb 
and struck his unit in Kandahar, Afghanistan. 
He was 27 years old. 

Rivadeneira was an Infantryman assigned to 
Company B., 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry 
Regiment, 101st Airborne Division based out 
of Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 

Staff Sergeant Rivadeneira served in two 
wars, first in Iraq and then in Afghanistan. And 
from the moment he enlisted in 2003, he was 
hard working, a quick learner, and most impor-
tantly, a dependable soldier that you wanted 
at your side. 

Not surprisingly, during his seven years in 
the Army, Juan Rivadeneira was highly deco-
rated for his bravery and commitment to his 
mission, receiving sixteen medals and badges. 
His company commander in Iraq, Army Major 
Robert Rossi said of him, ‘‘if someone needed 
help, he was the one to pick them up.’’ 

Corporal Jorge E. Villacis, of Sunrise, Flor-
ida died just this past Sunday, December 12th 
when his unit was attacked by an insurgent 
with a vehicle-borne improvised explosive de-
vice while serving in Howz E Madad, Afghani-
stan. He was only 24 years old. 

Villacis was an Infantryman, who joined the 
Army in September 2008. Born in New Jersey, 
Villacis graduated from American Senior High 
School in Hialeah. 

Also based out of Fort Campbell Kentucky, 
Villacis’ awards and decorations include: Army 
Achievement Medal; National Defense Service 
Medal; Afghanistan Campaign Medal; Global 
War Terrorism Service Medal; Army Service 
Ribbon, and Combat Infantry Badge. 

Both of these young men called South Flor-
ida home. Both of these young men answered 
their country’s call to service. 

And both of these young men left proud, but 
grieving family members behind. 

Juan and Jorge met at Fort Campbell Ken-
tucky and they were deployed to Afghanistan 
together in June. 

Maybe it was the fact that Juan’s family had 
roots in Venezuela, and Jorge’s family was 
from Ecuador. 

Maybe it was that both of them hailed from 
South Florida. Or maybe it was that they just 
hit it off. 

But regardless of the reason, Juan and 
Jorge soon became close friends. In fact, last 
year, Juan and Jorge and their families joined 
together to celebrate Thanksgiving at Fort 
Campbell. 

I didn’t have the pleasure to know Staff Sgt. 
Rivadeneira, nor Corporal Villacis. Nor did our 
families know each other. 

Yet, my family, and our nation owes a deep 
debt of gratitude for the service and ultimately 
the untimely loss of these two brave young 
men. 

Neither of these men was forced to serve 
their country in the military. 

Indeed, none of America’s soldiers serving 
our country here or abroad, combat or non- 
combat, was forced to enlist in the military. 

Yet they did. Juan and Jorge both answered 
our nation’s call to serve and like thousands 
upon thousands of men and women before 
them, they fought for America’s freedom, our 
liberty, and to ensure that our country remains 
the free and prosperous nation that it is today. 

During this holiday season, and as we re-
flect upon the past year, we need to recognize 
the service and sacrifice of those who are 
serving and have served our country, like 
Juan and Jorge, who died fighting to protect 
our American way of life. 

While I didn’t know Staff Sgt. Juan L. 
Rivadeneira and Corporal Jorge E. Villacis, 
personally, mere words cannot express the 
gratitude I feel for them and their families. 

f 

CARROLLTON HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in honor of the Carrollton Trojans 
who have been a dominant force in high 
school football in my home state of Georgia. 

Carrollton ended the season with a 14–1 
record and ranked number two in the state in 
Class AAA. Coached by Rayvan Teague, 
Carrollton’s offense racked up an eye-opening 
632 points this season—averaging 42 points a 
game—while their defense recorded six shut- 
outs. 

I am proud of the Carrollton Trojan’s accom-
plishments and contributions to my home state 
of Georgia and the 11th District of Georgia. 

Madam Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to 
join me in honoring the Carrollton Trojans. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
DEDICATION OF JAMES L. 
STUBBLEFIELD 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize James L. 
Stubblefield for his contributions to the Sixth 
Congressional District of Tennessee. As any 
member of Congress knows, our legislative 
achievements and successful constituent serv-
ices programs would not be possible without a 
cadre of great staff working behind the 

scenes. Throughout my time in Congress, I 
have been fortunate to have many bright, able 
staff members with an interest in serving their 
country by working in this body. Today, I’d like 
to single out someone who has accomplished 
an amazing feat that deserves recognition, ap-
plause, and perhaps, a test of his sanity; in-
credibly, Jimmy Stubblefield has been a part 
of my staff for all of my 26 years in Congress. 

Jimmy graduated a few years after I did 
from Middle Tennessee State University and 
jumped right in to my first campaign for Con-
gress. He has served as my field representa-
tive ever since that first election, criss-crossing 
the district with me and logging countless late 
nights. Jimmy has helped thousands of Middle 
Tennesseans resolve issues with federal 
agencies, straighten out immigration and pass-
port issues and receive needed benefits. He 
has touched the lives of many families and 
helped keep my Murfreesboro office running 
smoothly. 

Jimmy has always been known as the man 
who can get things done. He has worked with 
community leaders around the district to cut 
through red tape and make planned improve-
ments a reality. He has helped spearhead the 
expansion of the Stones River National Battle-
field, now one of the top historical destinations 
in the region. He saw to fruition the develop-
ment of the Greenway system, which has 
given Rutherford County residents space to 
exercise and preserved our community’s 
green spaces in the midst of incredible popu-
lation growth. Jimmy knows each of these 
projects like the back of his hand, down to the 
fences and sign posts. He has ensured our 
alma mater MTSU has the resources and as-
sistance it needs to accommodate the largest 
undergraduate student body in the state. Ruth-
erford County has seen incredible develop-
ment since Jimmy and I began working to-
gether, and Jimmy’s fingerprints are all over it. 

Jimmy serves as president of MTSU’s Alum-
ni Association, and he and I have cheered the 
Blue Raiders through many ups and downs 
over the years. It’s a good thing he’s a sports 
fan because his athletic daughters have kept 
him busy running to games and cross country 
meets all around the area. Jimmy met his wife 
Nancy through my campaign, and it has been 
wonderful watching Katherine and Margaret 
grow up. 

Jimmy is one of three men who have stood 
by me from the very beginning, through vic-
tories and disasters—through hell and, lit-
erally, high water in the aftermath of tornadoes 
and severe flooding. Along with Kent Syler 
and Billy G. Smith, Jimmy has been there 
every step of the way. 

Madam Speaker, I could not have accom-
plished half of what I did without Jimmy’s dedi-
cation and friendship. Jimmy, thank you for all 
your help and loyalty over these many years. 
I wish you, Nancy, Katherine and Margaret all 
the best. 

f 

HONORING MRS. KATHY HINCKLEY 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the service of Mrs. Kathy 
Hinckley to the U.S. House of Representatives 
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and to the constituents of Rhode Island’s first 
district. A tireless worker, Mrs. Hinckley has 
long been a powerful advocate for those in 
need. Her love of country, compassion, and 
loyalty are a shining example to all future pub-
lic servants. As Mrs. Hinckley prepares to 
transition to the next phase of her incredible 
career, we remember her dedicated service to 
the U.S. House of Representatives and offer 
gratitude on behalf of the thousands of Rhode 
Islander’s whose lives she touched. 

f 

TAX RELIEF, UNEMPLOYMENT IN-
SURANCE REAUTHORIZATION, 
AND JOB CREATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4853) to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
the funding and expenditure authority of the 
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to amend 
title 49, United States Code, to extend au-
thorizations for airport improvement pro-
gram, and for other purposes: 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 4853, the Tax Relief, Unem-
ployment Insurance Reauthorization and Job 
Creation Act of 2010 for one simple reason. It 
includes an extension of federally-subsidized 
unemployment compensation benefits for thir-
teen additional months. The importance of ex-
tending unemployment benefits for my con-
stituents back home cannot be overstated: 
these benefits are a critical lifeline for many in 
my district, as they are for millions of other 
Americans and their families. In October, the 
latest month for which data is available, there 
were 588,000 individuals in the State of Ohio 
who relied on this benefit to keep their heads 
and their families’ heads above water. The 
Department of Labor reports that nearly 8.3 
million Americans were receiving unemploy-
ment compensation as of early November. 

Extending federal support for unemployment 
benefits is the least that we can do on behalf 
of the estimated 1.2 million people nationwide 
whose unemployment insurance either re-
cently expired or will expire as they reach the 
last weeks of their available benefits. Cutting 
off unemployment benefits only adds to the 
shame and humiliation that people feel upon 
losing gainful employment through no fault of 
their own. For the residents of Ohio, this cutoff 
has been especially painful as the unemploy-
ment rate in Ohio is currently 9.9 percent. 
Through 2009, of those who were unemployed 
in my state, nearly a third had been unem-
ployed for 26 weeks or longer. This is the 
highest rate of long-term unemployment seen 
in over 15 years. Ohio’s economy was already 
struggling long before the current recession 
hit. According to the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, Ohio lost approximately 430,000 manu-
facturing jobs from 1990 through July of 2010. 

These staggering job losses have a spillover 
effect, touching every county and city in Ohio, 
as foreclosure rates have risen to a dev-
astating level. Each year since 1995, the rate 
of new foreclosure filings in Ohio has grown, 
and from 1995 to 2009, the rate quadrupled. 
In 2009, there were a record 89,053 fore-

closure filings—that is one foreclosure filing for 
every 56 housing units in the State of Ohio. In 
the City of Cleveland alone, there have been 
more than 38,000 new foreclosure filings since 
2005. Because this crisis spread steadily to 
more middle-class and high-income suburban 
areas, non-urban areas now have the highest 
foreclosure rates in the state. 

The ripple effects continue. Ohioans are 
forced to live with others due to foreclosure. 
They face communities marked with vacant 
and abandoned properties. The State of Ohio 
tells us that there are around 58,000 Ohioans 
who have exhausted the assistance they were 
getting from the state or federal government. 
But there are no official counts of the number 
of underemployed individuals, who are thank-
ful for what they do have but cannot find op-
portunity to break the cycle of poverty. It is for 
these people that I cast a ‘‘yea’’ vote on this 
bill. 

The bill contains much more than the unem-
ployment benefits. It provides for a two-year 
extension of the tax cut provisions passed in 
2001 and 2003 for individuals and couples at 
all income levels and extends the 10 percent, 
25 percent, 28 percent, 33 percent and 35 
percent marginal tax brackets for two years. It 
temporarily repeals, for two years, the per-
sonal exemption phaseout, ‘‘PEP’’, as well as 
the itemized deduction limitation that tax-
payers may claim on their income tax filings. 
It also continues enhanced child tax credits, 
and the maximum 15 percent rate on capital 
gains and dividends for taxpayers in the 25 
percent tax bracket and above. It reduces the 
tax known as the ‘‘marriage penalty’’ and it in-
cludes a two-year ‘‘patch’’ intended to prevent 
more than 25 million Americans from being 
subject to the alternative minimum tax, other-
wise scheduled to take effect in the next cal-
endar year. It also extends expensing rules for 
small businesses. 

However, I am gravely concerned that the 
inclusion of a provision to lower the employee 
portion of the payroll tax by two percentage 
points for one year threatens to reduce Social 
Security to a bargaining chip. This provision 
significantly weakens Social Security’s rev-
enue stream and makes it more vulnerable to 
the calls for cuts and privatization the program 
has faced for years. Advocates of this provi-
sion point out that Americans may use the 
money that will not be deducted from their 
paychecks to pay down the crushing level of 
personal debt that many are struggling with. 
But the cost to the Social Security trust fund 
of $112 billion is dangerous because it cuts 
one-third of Social Security’s funding this year 
alone. Worse, the act of temporarily lowering 
this contribution—normally an accepted de-
duction from every working American’s pay-
check—may become a political issue when 
time comes for this provision to sunset and 
the payroll tax to be reinstated. Social Security 
is a vital lifeline for our nation’s seniors, and 
we tread into perilous waters when we tinker 
with its funding mechanism. 

Mr. Chair, this bill contains many provisions 
about which I have strong reservations, includ-
ing the payroll tax ‘‘holiday,’’ the gutting of the 
estate tax, subsidies for ethanol and liquid 
coal, and the extension of low tax rates for the 
wealthiest Americans. But this bill contains a 
crucial provision—an extension of unemploy-
ment benefits which are critical for millions of 
Americans. I cannot in good conscience vote 
against it. 

CALHOUN HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 
TEAM 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in honor of the Calhoun Yellow 
Jackets who have been a dominant force in 
high school football in my home state of Geor-
gia, and in my 11th Congressional District. 

Calhoun finished the season with a 14–1 
record and ranked number two in the state in 
Class AA. Coached by Hal Lamb, the team 
beat the number one ranked team in Class AA 
to reach the finals, only to lose a heartbreaker 
in overtime. 

The team was led by senior quarterback 
Landon Curtis; wide receivers JT Palmer, Ben 
Lamb, Chase Riserson, and Clay Johnson; 
and running back Dustin Christian. 

The Yellow Jackets have won Georgia AA 
Region Seven for the past ten years straight. 
I am proud of their accomplishments and con-
tributions to the 11th District of Georgia. 

Madam Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to 
join me in honoring the Calhoun Yellow Jack-
ets, their five-time State Champion 
cheerleading squad, Superintendant Dr. Judy 
Stiefel, Principal Kelly Bumgardner, and the 
entire student body and community of Cal-
houn, Georgia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND SUPPORTING 
THE EFFORTS OF WELCOME 
BACK VETERANS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to express my full support for H. Res. 1746, a 
resolution recognizing and observing the ef-
forts of the Boston Red Sox Foundation and 
other organizations for their Welcome Back 
Veterans Initiatives. I thank Congressman 
STEVE ISRAEL for introducing this resolution to 
give us the opportunity to move in a definitive 
direction in improving the care for our vet-
erans. 

I am emotionally connected and affected by 
the plight of returning soldiers and their fami-
lies. As a Korean War Veteran myself, I know 
all too well the significant toll that war can 
have on a soldier’s physical and mental well- 
being, and that of their families. I am very fa-
miliar with how substantial support upon re-
turning home can make all the difference. 

I, along with other members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, welcomed the Boston 
Red Sox Foundation to our Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation Veterans Braintrust 
to explore and discuss issues concerning our 
veterans. The Boston Red Sox Foundation’s 
efforts were very impressive. 

Given the fact that we are welcoming an in-
creasing amount of our soldiers home who will 
without a doubt be faced with a multitude of 
problems that we may not yet be equipped to 
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